National Dark Sky Week April 1-8

http://www.nationaldarkskyweek.htmlplanet.com/index.html

What is National Dark Sky Week?

National Dark Sky Week is a week during which everyone in the United States turns off outdoor lighting to temporarily reduce light pollution so we can step back for a moment and realize the wonder that our universe holds. NDSW will hopefully inspire us to use better lighting systems such that they emit only a small amount of light in the atmosphere. National Dark Sky Week was founded not only to reduce light pollution, but to connect with the night sky. It occurs from April 1st to April 8th 10pm to 12 am (ET & MT) and 9pm to 11pm (CT & PT). 

What is Light Pollution?

Light Pollution is the "glow" of the atmosphere as a result of outdoor lighting that intervenes the beauty of the universe. It screens out everything beyond Earth's atmosphere and blankets all of the greatness of what lies beyond our physical reach. 

What happens if National Dark Sky Week succeeds?

If National Dark Sky Week succeeds, then light pollution will be reduced and the beauty of the universe will be revealed. The night sky has long been forgotten by many and NDSW will give us all a chance to forget about our Earthly distractions for a few hours, a chance to look up and be humbled by the vast universe, and a chance to realize that our Earth is not alone; it lies among other wondrous astronomical features.

Important Information Regarding NDSW 

Safety is an important issue for National Dark Sky Week. Please do not turn out any lights that are necessary such as busy walkways and busy parking lots. When observing the night sky during NDSW, it is a good idea to stay in a large group of people in a safe, dark location. Carry a red-tinted flashlight with you. It will allow your eyes to adjust to darkness, yet allow you to see in the dark.

To participate in National Dark Sky Week, spread the word, turn out your lights during your given times, and see the greatest show the universe has to offer from a safe location.

